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SEATTLE’S PREMIER WINE PROFESSIONALS AWARD GOLD MEDALS TO WASHINGTON WINES IN LARGEST STATE TASTING EVER

(Seattle)  - Seattle’s premier wine professionals announce today the Gold, Silver, and Bronze Medal winners in the largest Washington wine evaluation ever.  The top wine professionals in the Pacific Northwest met April 29 – 30, at the historic Rainier Club for the inaugural 

2006 Seattle Wine Awards to evaluate 280 current Washington wines releases in 14 varietal categories.


The 2006 Seattle Wine Awards is the first annual event of its kind to be produced in Washington that features sommeliers, wine buyers, and wine writers tasting solely Washington wines in a single-blind format (meaning grape category is known, but not the producer).

Ten prominent wine professionals spent two days tasting and evaluating wine and awarded the best with Gold, Silver and Bronze honors. Woodward Canyon, Bergevin Lane Vineyards, Pepper Bridge Winery and Lone Canary Winery were just of few of the 20 wineries honored with Gold medals in certain varietals categories. 

(See the rest of the winners below)

Seattle Wine Awards Executive Director Christopher Chan created the event to further the recognition and celebration of Washington wines both locally, nationally and internationally.

“I believe this event will be the bench-mark of integrity for our state’s wine evaluation.  I am very proud of the execution, impressed with the professional panel, and honored by the popular support from the wineries and my peers,” said Chan, who is also the sommelier/director of wine programs at the Rainier Club. “I look forward to making this annual event the showcase for the talents of Washington’s winery and vineyard professionals.” 

(continued page 2)
Judges include:  Paul Gregutt of The Seattle Times, Tim O’Brien of Salty’s on Alki, Jake Kosseff of Campagne, Lisa Rongren of Ray’s Boathouse, Nelson Daquip of Canlis, Mark Takagi of Metropolitan Markets, Emile Ninaud of Seattle’s first wine shop Champion Cellars, 

Cyril Frechier of Rover’s, Lars Ryssdal of ACME Wine Company, and David LeClaire of Wine Events & Promotions.  

“Who is better to judge Washington wines than our local wine professionals,” said Chan. “These are not some judges who fly into an event for a few hours and leave. These are men and women who are charged with purveying, educating and communicating the merits of Washington wines.” 
The wines were tasted and evaluated on the following criteria:  color/clarity, bouquet/aroma, balance/body, flavors/taste, length/finish and overall impression.  Wines must receive a minimum judging consensus to be eligible for honors.

Please feel free to use the attached photos that were taken during the wine judging event by photographer Mike Siegel. A website is being developed to showcase the winners, event and judges at www.seattlewineawards.com
2006 Seattle Wine Awards ~ Medal Winners

Gold = 1st Place in Category

Silver = 2nd Place in Category

Bronze = 3rd Place in Category

Wines must achieve a minimum judging consensus to be eligible for awards.  

Therefore, not all categories have all medals awarded.  Listed prices are wholesale categories.

Cabernet Sauvignon

$20 & Up Division

Gold 

2003 Boudreaux Cellars

Silver

2002 Woodward Canyon - Artist Series #11

Bronze

2003 Walla Walla Vintners - Vineyard Select

$20 & Under


Gold

2003 Ch. Ste. Michelle - Indian Wells Vineyard
Silver 

2003 Bergevin Lane Vineyards

Bronze

2002 Hogue Cellars - Genesis

$10 & Under

            Gold

2002 Duck Pond Cellars

Silver

2002 Sagelands

Syrah
$20 & Up
Gold 

2003 Northstar
Silver

2004 Seia - Clifton Hills Vineyard

Bronze

2002 Chatter Creek - Clifton Hills Vineyard

$20 & Under
Gold

2003 Seven Hills - Walla Walla Valley
Silver 

2003 Waving Tree - Chukar Ridge Vineyard

Bronze

2003 Columbia Crest Reserve

$10 & Under
Gold

2003 Hogue Cellars
Silver

2002 Columbia Crest - Grand estates

Merlot

$20 & Up
Gold 

2003 Pepper Bridge Winery
Silver

2003 Northstar – Columbia Valley

Bronze

2003 Five Star Cellars – Walla Walla Valley

$20 & Under
Gold

2003 Gordon Brothers Cellars
Silver 

2003 Ch. Ste. Michelle – Canoe Ridge Estate

Bronze

2003 Saint Laurent

Red Bordeaux Style

$20 & Up
Gold 

2002 Woodward Canyon Estate Red – Walla Walla Valley
Silver

2003 Cote Bonneville Carriage House – Du Brul Vineyard

Bronze

2003 Pepper Bridge Winery – Seven Hills Reserve

$20 & Under
Gold

2003 Hogue Cellars Malbec Terroir
Silver 

2003 Camaraderie - Grace

Bronze

2003 Ryan Patrick Vineyards – Rock Island Red

$10 & Under
Gold

2002 Gordon Brothers Cellars – Kamiak Red 
Silver

2003 Powers – Cabernet / Merlot

Sangiovese

$20 & Under
Gold

2003 Walla Walla Vintners
Silver 

2003 Yellow Hawk Cellars – Chandler Reach Vineyard

Bronze

2002 Yellow Hawk Cellars


$10 & Under
Gold

2003 Waving Tree

Red Proprietary

$20 & Up
Gold 

2002 Buty – Columbia Rediviva
Silver

2004 Alexandria Nicole Cellars - Grenache

$20 & Under
Gold

2003 Bergevin Lane Vineyards – Calico Red
Silver 

2003 Precept Brands - Pendulum

Bronze

2003 Lone Canary – Rosso

Chardonnay

$20 & Up
Gold 

2001 Woodward Canyon – Celilo Vineyard
Silver

2004 Ch. Ste. Michelle – Ethos

Bronze

2003 Covey Run Reserve

$20 & Under
Gold

2004 Saint Laurent
Silver 

2004 Ch. Ste. Michelle – Cold Creek Vineyard

Bronze

2003 Gordon Brothers Cellars

$10 & Under
Gold

2004 Hogue Cellars
Silver

2004 Duck Pond – Desert Wind Vineyard

Dessert Style Ice & Late Harvest Wine


$20 & Under
Gold

2002 Covey Run - Ice Semillon
Gold

2004 Bainbridge Island Vineyards – 

Late Harvest Botrytis Siegerrebe

White Bordeaux Style

$20 & Under
Gold 

2004 Buty Winery- Sauvignon Blanc / Semillon
Silver

2004 Amavi Cellars – Semillon

White Proprietary

$20 & Under
Gold

2005 Hedges - CMS White
Silver 

2003 Camaraderie Cellars – Triquer White

Bronze

2005 Bainbridge Island – Ferry Boat White

Sauvignon Blanc

$20 & Under
Gold

2005 Lone Canary
Silver 

2005 Alexandria Nicole Cellars – Destiny Ridge Vineyard

Riesling

$10 & Under
Gold

2004 Snoqualmie Vineyards – Naked Riesling
Silver 

2004 Hogue Cellars – Genesis

Pinot Gris / Pinot Grigio

$10 & Under
Gold 

2005 Hogue Cellars

# # #

PAGE  
4

