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“State’s Top Wine Professionals Selected for Tasting Panel of 
Washington’s Most Prestigious Wine Awards Program”

(Seattle)  The 2008 Seattle Wine Awards announces its panel of experienced and knowledgeable wine professionals who will serve at the prestigious Washington wine event in April.  The Seattle Wine Awards is the single most comprehensive critique of Washington wines in the United States and is set to take place at The Rainier Club in Seattle on April 26th & 27th.  Last year more than 450 Washington wines were evaluated in a single blind format (meaning variety is known but not the producer) to determine by professional consensus Washington’s finest current releases.  This format provides the perfect opportunity for new and established wineries to earn the highest level of critical acclaim.
The Seattle Wine Awards is the only independent review of Washington wines by wine professionals who maintain integrity and standards of quality through a stringent unbiased examination process.  Deadline for wineries to submit wines is Friday, April 18, 2008.
Some of this year’s notable panel of wine professionals include:
Amy Mumma ~ Central Washington University World Wine Program

Dan McCarthy ~ McCarthy & Schiering Wine Merchants

Jake Kosseff ~ Wine Consultant and Founder of Extraordinary Dining Society
Arnie Millan ~ Esquin Wine Merchants, Sommelier
Mark Takagi ~ Metropolitan Markets, Director of Fine Wine

Lisa Rongren ~ The Herbfarm Restaurant, Sommelier
Cyril Frechier ~ Café Campagne and Restaurant, Director of Wine

Jeff Lindsay-Thorsen ~ Cascadia Restaurant, Director of Wine
Lars Ryssdal ~ ACME Wine Company

Tim O’Brien ~ Salty’s Restaurant, Director of Wine
Bob Bane ~ NW Wine Specialist, ODOM Distributing
David LeClaire ~ Wine Events & Promotions, Sommelier
Thomas Price ~ Metropolitan Grill, Advanced Sommelier
Chris Tanghe ~ Crush Restaurant, Director of Wine

Ryan Allison ~ Cellar 46
Gerry Warren ~ Seattle Wine Society Executive
“These wine professionals are the recognized leaders in our industry and we are privileged to have them on our panel – this is a group consumers can relate to and can trust,” said Christopher Chan, Seattle Wine Awards Executive Director.  
The goal of the Seattle Wine Awards is to recognize, celebrate and promote excellence in Washington wine by honoring wines in white and red varietal/price categories with Gold, Silver and Bronze – Awards of Excellence.  In addition, the Seattle Wine Awards also recognizes by panel consensus, high quality Washington wines with the honor of Vintner’s Award – Outstanding Washington Wine. 

“Wineries that have earned honors in the Seattle Wine Awards have been able to further market and promote their wines to consumers around the world,” Chan said.

New to this year’s Seattle Wine Awards is a public invitation to taste and celebrate the award winning wines at the Grand Awards Tasting on Sunday, June 22, at The Rainier Club in Seattle.  
This event offers an exclusive opportunity to taste the award winning wines, meet the winemakers who have earned this distinction and enjoy The Rainier Club’s world-class cuisine. For further information please visit us on-line at: www.seattlewineawards.com 
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